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Pre-class Exercise




As researchers, we are highly knowledgeable in our areas of expertise, and writing a scholarly paper or giving a 40-minute presentation to our peers about our latest findings is usually easy for us. But we struggle to explain what we do outside of our immediate professional circle, especially if we have limited time. We will discuss ways to bring our message down to the essentials and how to deliver it most effectively in various scenarios.

Here are some hypothetical examples, but we encourage you to consider your own:

· Upon learning that you are a research scientist, a family law attorney you just met at your friend’s wedding says, “Cool! What’s your research about?”

· A graduate student attending the annual meeting of your specialty stops by your poster and asks you to walk her through it.

· You have to write a short summary of your grant proposal in plain language terms, as required by the funding agency.

· It’s Sunday, and you and your good friend, who works in real estate, are catching up over coffee. She asks, “So, what’s new at work?”

· You have the ear of a philanthropist at the fundraiser, and you have a few minutes to convey the importance of your work (and hopefully convince them to donate to your cause.)


We look forward to meeting you on the 28th!
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